llew(lle

JULY 1951 ._ 25 CENTS




—
—
——

JulLy meQXi& 1951

Vol. 29

Jfagagins No. 7

GEDODRGE FITZPATRICK

Editon

FREMONT KUTNEWSKY
ADVERTISING

J. ANTONIO CHAVEZ
CIRCULATION

MAP BY U. 8. FOREST SBERVICE

Dtate of HNew cﬂ/fzxico

Among the rfuthore

DITHA WATSON works for the Indian

Service at Tuba City, Ariz. She has lec-
tured and written extensively on the Navajos.
. . . Reeve Spencer Kelley has been a fre-
quent contributor to the poetry column but
switches this month to humor—and fishing.
His home is in Albuquerque—at the Emie
Pyle Library where Mrs. Kelley is branch
librarian. . . . Betty Wright is a student at
Texas Tech and last summer served as coun-
sclor at Camp Davis. . . . Bill Reed, librarian
at the Museum Library, Santa Fé has

... Thomas Edwin Smith, whose articles on
prospecting in the Magdalena mountains are
now being used in a series in the Magazine,
is planning to expand his material into a
book. . . . Betty Woods and her husband,
Clee Woods, recently spent a few weeks in
Hollywood where he served as technical ad-
visor on the script of “Apache Canyon.”
They are spending the summer at their cabin
near Pagosa Springs, Colo. This month's
cover is a Flexichrome color reproduction
from a black and white print by John
Candelario, the well known Santa Fé photog-
n 1 corder.
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The pack-trip camp

I'he bovs were part of the group who cach summer visit
Camp Davis on the Gascon Ranch, in the high country
30 miles northwest of Las Vegas. Boyvs from cight tlnough
16 and garls from 10 1o 17 attend this private camp in June
and July, and most of them hate to leave to make room for
the family camp in August.

Camp Davis is the result of the enthnsiasm of “Mule™
davis, Lubbock, Tex., coach, and "Liz™ Davis, his wife, for
the ontdoors and particularly tor the outdoors in New
Mexico,

The avises have been vacationing in New Meviea for
17 vears, and they got into the habit of taking their bovs—
four of them=—on camping tnps. Soon they began taking
other bovs with them, When there were more roquests
than they could handle they decided in 1939 Lo stal a
bovs' summer camp They nsed a tempaorary lncation for
several years unhil they established a permanent location
i 1999 onopart of Cascon Ranch, "I'his is a setting ot high
maonntains, forests and meadows, with the little Gascon
river  meandering  past  the
I..lllll\

I'rom June on through the
summer the comp is a busy
plaice. with approximately a
hndred  pesons being fed
daily in the big dining lall
Campers are housed in log
cabins that are complete with
baths. Ten or cleven campers
grouped by ages and size are
assigned  to cich wbin and
supervised by a connselor,

Youngsters come fromn all
O 0T, I:ll.lr '||:||:.l'-t|.lt !’[1"". I L L
Little Lomise Bell, who came
(o Fae avway Pittsburgh, told
her friends she had never been
w0 far out i the wilds ™ Al
mosl scared to death at hrst,
Lowse gquckly adapled herselt
lo the wilds, and before she
returned home was voled “best
junior camper.” A scasoned
'.I;,'T{'r:l'l'l '\'.'l:ll'] ]].J‘L ,I]r{'.ll’lll \!‘H"T‘T

Flarald Woall, l'r.‘:.I.f.F‘]:hH_'\_ H 1'-.".1_.“‘ "J.',rxi. lu‘p:ﬂ;.”
m Front of ki tent

The ol swimmung hole

five scasons at the camp, Ginger Higginbothams, of Dallas,
has helped to prove that city kids somctimes make the best
campers, She has canied home medals in every sport and
has held the homors of best junior camper and later Dot
SCNIOT Cmper

The camp offers the usual organized activitics both out
doors and in the big recreation lall, but horselsack qiding
is especially popular. Horses from the adjoining Gellen
thien Ranch are kept in the corral for daily pack trips and
rides. Fillee Martinez, the wrangler, gmides niders over
monntain trails for two to three hours cach dav. Beantiful
mountain country is scen on these trips as the group rides
among towering pings, past hidden strems, and  across
grassy meadows high in the mountains

Herds of deer and clk are frequently scen on the trips,
eapevially during the Dovs” comp i June, Sometimes Uy
come npon wild horses that raise their heads for a2 moment
then dart away. And close by is the snow-covered peak of
“Old Popo.” From the awakening siren in earlv morming
until the fnal stunt in the
Rec hall at night, the days arc
filled with activities. Even Sun-
day 15 husy—with inspection
Sunday school, letter writing,
and resting up for another
strenuons week.,

“Scrub the Noor, cany out
the wood and ashes, armange
the wild Aowers,” is heard all
over camp on Sunday morming
Like a hundred ants, the camp
crs swarm i and out of the
Gl so Ul when Coacli il
Liz armive on their inspection
trip they won't find a speck of
dust, It's shll a mystery to
some of the voungsters haw
Coach can alwavs hnd a shoc
on a b of candy ina fieshily-
made lmnk.  Donble Sunday
dessert as the reward for the
cleanest  pomor
cabin,

and  semon

(Caontinued on Pagc 52
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Campers’ Paradise

(Continued from Page 25)

A lot of letter wnting 15 done on Sundar,
ton, tor Coach and Liz have solved the prob-
lews of laving their young clages keep in
touch with });miliu.l;. A letter ready to be
mailed home is Sunday's meal ticket!

The biggest thrill of camp and what cach
camper looks forward to is the pack trnips
which start after the fist two weeks. The
camp is a hum of cxcitement on the day the
first gromp is to go over the mountain, T ‘welve
campers, lwo counsclors, two men aond the
guide usually make up one trip. After the pack
horses are loaded and riders mounted, everv-
orie fles down to the gate to watch them ride
up the slope, envionsly connting the davs nntil
theyv'll be gomne, too.

It's about 17 miles to the other side of “Old
Papo'” where camp is made. (This name s
just generally accepted for the 12,000-foot
snow-covered mountain, 25 no official name i
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hated breath. 1The bovs crawled to the bottom
ul lm.u Luags Con “salely,”

Coach wonderad o the wonster would side-
step the tent or rip it apart. The tent almost
quiv LTLd with the fierv breath of the bull as it

. Then_the beast charged on past and
1||l. roar was finally lost in the night. Forto.
nately ”l tent—as (_,l::lll: |'| -.|:|'1tl.\-. Il_I.I '|'||Il_ll ]||_

checked 1f agun ak daylight—had been pitched
Fully 10 fect ofl the Tiall-luieldden tradl that the
big bull was following,

New Mexico

listed for it on the maps.) The snow hanks
arc reached about the rmddle of the day. From
this 12 000foot elevation one can see for
miles. Fluffy clouds separate the rider from
blue mirrors of lakes u]{an..rs below and tiny
dots of towns in the distance, With the wind
whipping across the peak’s barren rocks and
snow, the riders stop and breathlessly take
the vast beanty of sky and distance, stretching
endlessly. Betore their eves, rich hues o
purple, blue amd pink ade mto the haey mist.

Above timber ling an abrupt change in
scenery takes place, and the top of the moun-
tain iz like a flat rolling plain. A gradual dm
takes the nders into wooded arcas of llu'-;{:
trees and streame. By mid-atternoon the niders
arive al the Goup sile, lu]lk, previously
]‘uh:]'uul border the roaring Valdex river, Pack

wrses are unloaded and driven back to_camp
with the empty saddle horses by the guide and
extra riders.

Here the rmggedness of onkdoor like i ex-
perienced, Meals are cooked ou an open fire
and campers sleep in gleeping bags inside the
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H nts. ]hkmi and fishing are the chief sports
An all-day hike is taken to Pecos Falls, which
is 2 tew miles trom the camp.

'I'he girls' camp is near the old “Cowboy
cabin,” whicl mochens wie when checking
cattle’ prazing on the Valdez. At might the
1,rm:|]} gathers here to roast marshmallows and
isten to Coach weave stories of the untamed
conntry.

After a two- to five-night stay, the campers
take roluctant leave as another group arrves
from 1avis.

Some times the campers really have some-
thing to talk aboul besides “cves™ they saw o
the darkness., Once the campers were awak-
ened about 3 a. m. Far in the distance they
con .IlL'i'Il' B Foar W “.I.]ILE l?i I.I'II.]'I'IH.I] or what
thev counldn’t tell.

Coach  knew what it was, and so dad
Johnny, hix oldest boy. Just that afternoon
ml Ll nide to gunp tllu. had scen a big 1,600

800-pound bull in the wiciniby. Appar
cnﬂ'r he was on a middle-of-the-night rampage.

Coach and Johnny sat up and waited with
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